Composition 102

Synthesis Shaped by Thesis - Paper no. 3

When you wrote your first paper (a personal memory or character sketch), you needed to determine your central point (thesis) and how you would arrange the elements of your paper to support that thesis. The essay assignment, however, provided some direction; you knew you had to choose between describing a character and narrating a personal memory. Paper no. 2, your objective report, provided even more direction.

Usually, however, your writing assignments are more open-ended. You must gather information, develop a thesis, and then synthesize (combine) all the elements of writing (narration, illustration, classification, description, definition, etc.) to best suit your thesis. For Paper no. 3 (Synthesis Shaped by Thesis), you will select three essays from our text, and then develop a thesis that relates centrally to the three essays. Your third step involves synthesis: with your thesis in mind, you will decide what combination of writing techniques should be used.

An example: You could evaluate three (somewhat) contemporary situation comedies: Rosanne, Family Ties, and The Bill Cosby Show. The three shows have many points of contrast and comparison. All three shows depict comic views of American families, and all three present families that are larger than today’s norm. The Huxtables and Keatons are upper-middle class white-collar families while the Connors are a lower-middle class blue-collar family. Only the Huxtables represent a minority. Of the many, many elements you could use to develop a thesis, you might focus on the mother’s role in each of these sitcoms. In comparing Claire Huxtable, Roseanne Connor and Elise Keaton, you could come up with a thesis like, “Sitcom mothers who are the star of the show tend to act more realistically.” Given this thesis, how would you go about developing your essay?

What if you used the same three sitcoms (or different sitcoms) but changed the thesis to, “Recent situation comedies demonstrate a deterioration in family values”?

The essays you are reading currently were assigned because they formed thematic groups: the essays by Tannen, Roiphe, and Young treat women’s issues while the essays by Lesser, Zinsser, and Schwartz treat issues in technology. You can use either of these groups as the basis for your thesis, or you can use any other group of essays from our text. 

Remember, however, that the three essays you choose must be foregrounded in your essay.  Your thesis should address the essays you’ve selected directly and you should demonstrate how each essay applies to your thesis thoroughly and logically. The synthesis paper is one of the more difficult papers you’ll write this semester; please get extra help if you need it.

3-5 pages typed.

First paper due _____________________

Revision due _______________________

