Development of American Fiction – Take Home Test

Due: Wednesday, March 12, or first class after break (Monday, March 24)

Directions: Choose one essay from Part I and one essay from Part II. Please type your answers and make it very clear which question you have chosen. Remember to develop your ideas clearly, plan before you start to write, use specific language (and quotes), and proofread carefully. Do not forget to number your pages and include your name on EVERY page — thank you (
Part I – Write on one of the following two questions.  – The Short Stories

1. Rappaccini’s Daughter – Nathaniel Hawthorne

2. The Fall of the House of Usher – Edgar Allen Poe

3. The Two Altars; or, Two Pictures in One – Harriet Beecher Stowe

4. An Angel Over the Right Shoulder – Elizabeth Stuart Phelps

5. Circumstance – Harriet Prescott Spoffard

6. Life in the Iron Mills – Rebecca Harding Davis

7. The Revolt of Mother – Mary Wilkins Freeman

8. The Story of an Hour – Kate Chopin

· Arguably, every story on the list above deals with the idea of freedom or the lack of freedom as one of its major themes. Select at least three of the stories above, and discuss how the author develops the theme of freedom. Is freedom achieved? If not, why not?

· You’ve just been appointed Queen and Grand Poo-Pah of the Development of American Fiction class. From the list above, you have decided to eliminate four of the eight stories. Explain—specifically—why you choose to keep the four stories that you retain. Conversely, you may also (briefly) explain your reasons for the four stories you eliminate.

Part II – Write on one of the following two questions. – The House of Mirth

· For the most part, Lily Bart is the point-of-view character; we learn the most about her feelings, and she is certainly the novel’s main character. Re-write Lily’s story from the point of view of Grace Stepney or Gerty Parish. How would they view Lily’s rise and fall? How would they judge her decisions? Be specific.

· In many ways, The House of Mirth, is a frustrating book for a reader, or at least for a reader hoping for a “happy ending.” Throughout the book, Lily has the means to control her destiny. Describe—specifically—each of the major decisions Lily makes, and then decide why you believe she makes these decisions. What is your “judgment” of Lily; what kind of person do you believe she is?
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